
  P.O. Box 1028 | New York, NY 10185-1028 | (212) 554 3296 

 

July 22, 2013 

 

Rudolf Schepers 

Reederei Rudolf Schepers GmbH & Co KG 

Hermann-Ehlers-Strasse 5B  

26160 Bad Zwischenahn/Ofen 

Germany 

 

 Re: Reederei Rudolf Schepers GmbH & Co KG and Iran 
 

Dear Mr. Schepers: 

 

 On behalf of United Against Nuclear Iran (“UANI”), I am writing to you to express 

my concerns about the apparent calling of Reederei Rudolf Schepers GmbH & Co KG's 

(“Reederei Rudolf Schepers”) vessel “TS Jakarta” (IMO 9383223)
1
 at Iranian ports that 

appear to be operated by sanctioned entities under recent European and U.S. legislation.
2
 The 

international community has become increasingly concerned by the regime’s refusal to 

comply with demands to alleviate concerns about its possible pursuit of nuclear weapons. In 

the framework of the ongoing diplomatic effort between the P5+1 and Iran, the international 

sanctions regime and its effective implementation play a crucial role as a means of leverage 

for international negotiators. Therefore, we would like to share with you our concerns about 

the apparently ongoing interaction between your vessel, the “TS Jakarta” (IMO 9383223) and 

port authorities that appear to be closely affiliated with Tidewater Middle East Co., a U.S. 

and EU sanctioned Iranian entity.  

  

 The container ship “TS Jakarta” (IMO: 9383223) which is group-owned and managed 

by Reederei Rudolf Schepers and directly owned by Rudolf Schepers subsidiary Anna-S, 

appears to have visited ports reportedly operated by Tidewater Middle East Co.
3
 Tidewater 

Middle East Co. was sanctioned by the EU and U.S. due to its connection to the Iranian 

Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps ("IRGC"). The IRGC itself is sanctioned by the EU and 

is designated as an entity of proliferation concern by the U.S.
4
 Thus by continuing its 

interaction with this Iranian port management authority, Reederei Rudolf Schepers could be 

in danger of inadvertently violating EU sanctions. Any payments to Tidewater Middle East 

                                                           
1
 Of which Reederei Rudolf Schepers is the registered agent to the owner and manager (IMO company number: 

1616496) according to equasis.org, see appendix 1 
2
 http://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/tg1217.aspx [accessed on: 16.01.2013] 

http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/d/fin_sanc_public_notice_reg54_56_240112.pdf [accessed on: 16.04.2013] 
3
 http://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/tg1217.aspx [accessed on: 16.04.2013] 

4
 EU Council Regulation No 961/2010 of 25 October 2010 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:281:0001:0077:EN:PDF [accessed on: 

13.06.2013] 

US Department of State Executive Order 13382   
http://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2007/oct/94193.htm [accessed on 13.06.2013] 

N.B. the U.S. Treasury Department also designated the IRGC’s elite Quds Force as a terrorism supporting entity 

under Executive Order 13224 

http://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/tg1217.aspx
http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/d/fin_sanc_public_notice_reg54_56_240112.pdf
http://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/tg1217.aspx
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:281:0001:0077:EN:PDF
http://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2007/oct/94193.htm
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Co. are prohibited under aforementioned sanctions.
5
 As part of UANI’s general campaign, 

we encourage Reederei Rudolf Schepers to consider abandoning its alleged interaction with 

sanctioned Iranian entities in order to avoid any further reputational damage derived from its 

ostensible commercial activities there. 

 

 Although Reederei Rudolf Schepers’ operations in Iran are ostensibly civilian, private 

sector interactions, we have a number of reservations with such alleged ongoing cooperation. 

In particular we are concerned about the following elements of your interaction with Iranian 

entities, which are notably corroborated by different open source ship monitoring websites 

themselves based on vast amounts of Automatic Identification Systems (AIS) data: 

 

- According to the website Fleetmon.com, “TS Jakarta” (IMO: 9383223) has been 

calling at Bandar Abbas and Bandar E-Shahid Reajie ports repeatedly between 

September 2012 and June 2013, spending over 36 hours in the Bandar E- Shahid 

Reajie port area as recently as 5/9/2013 - 11.05.2013
6
. 

 

- The website Fleetmon.com showed “TS Jakarta” (IMO: 9383223) indicated Bandar 

Abbas as its last destination on 12/11/2012
7
. 

 

- The website marinetraffic.com showed that “TS Jakarta” (IMO: 9383223) indicated 

Bandar Abbas as its next destination via AIS on 6/25/2013
8
. 

 

 Furthermore, Reederei Rudolf Schepers, as the registered agent to the owner and 

manager of vessel “TS Jakarta” (IMO: 9383223) should be aware of the risks involved in 

permitting the vessels to call at Iranian ports and not exercising due diligence in verifying the 

nature of cargo, cargo interests, charterer, port agents and port operators. By allowing one of 

its vessels to call at Iranian ports, Reederei Rudolf Schepers might find itself in breach of 

European sanctions and, simultaneously, be in danger of inadvertently helping Iran to 

circumvent the multilateral sanctions that have been imposed to prevent the country from 

further developing its possible nuclear weapons program and to motivate it to improve its 

human rights record. 

 

 In light of these concerns, UANI calls upon Reederei Rudolf Schepers to follow the 

lead of other multinational companies, such as Maersk Line,
9
 and end port calls of its vessels 

to Iran. We are convinced that such behaviour is the only responsible course of action in the 

current circumstances. Without wide ranging cooperation from the private business 

community, it is impossible to maintain and increase the fiscal and economic pressure on the 

Iranian regime, which continues to advance its nuclear program. The sanctions imposed on 

Iran by the U.S. and the EU as well as a host of other nations at the beginning of 2012 were 

one of the central factors which motivated Iran to return to the negotiating table after a 15 

month hiatus. Increasing the economic pressure on the regime is the best chance to motivate 

Iran to agree to concrete concessions that can pave the way to a peaceful resolution of the 

conflict. If the current negotiations do not lead to a compromise that halts Iran’s nuclear 

activities, the Persian Gulf is in danger of fundamentally destabilizing over the long term. 

                                                           
5
 http://www.hfw.com/publications/client-briefings/iran-sanctions-iranian-ports-operator-designated [accessed 

on: 16.04.2013] 
6
 See appendix 2 

7
 See appendix 3 

8
 See appendix 4 

9
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-19888998 [accessed on: 16.04.2013] 

http://www.hfw.com/publications/client-briefings/iran-sanctions-iranian-ports-operator-designated
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-19888998
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These tensions might ultimately lead to war, which will wipe out any commercial interests 

that companies such as Reederei Rudolf Schepers hold in the wider Middle East. Therefore, a 

planned and organized cessation of your company’s vessels’ port calls to Iranian ports may 

be the appropriate and prudent long-term business strategy.   

 

 Please let us hear from you by August 1, 2013 about Reederei Rudolf Schepers’ 

intentions with respect to its business in Iran. We look forward to your response. 

 

 Thank you for your immediate attention to this matter. 

 

 

Very truly yours, 

       
      Ambassador Mark D. Wallace 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1: Ownership structure of TS Jakarta (equasis.org) 

[accessed on: 28.06.2013] 
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Appendix 4: 

 

 
 

 


