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Suggestions for Drafting Letters to the Editor and Sample Letters

You can help raise awareness of the danger that a nuclear-armed Iran poses to the world by writing a letter to the editor of local and national newspapers. Writing a letter to the editor of your newspaper is a great way to raise awareness of the Iran Nuclear Issue (INI) in the community and to press the newspaper to increase its coverage of the issue. The main objectives of letters to the editor are to: 1) make readers stop and consider the INI and hopefully prompt them to get involved, and 2) compel newspaper editors to dedicate more coverage to the INI.
Below are some basic tips for writing letters to the editor, followed by some sample letters. Whenever possible, you should try to tie your letter to an issue or story previously covered by the paper.

Basic letter-writing tips:

· The letter should be concise and focused. Most papers have hard limits for word count, often in the 200-300 word range.
· Ideally, letters to the editor should reference a recent article, column or editorial that was published in that same newspaper. 
· Make your letter personal. If your letter sounds dry, or if your letter sounds like it does not come from a ‘real’ person, it’s less likely to be printed. Use the media guide on the UANI website to search for contact information for national and local newspapers.
· Include your contact information so that the paper can get in touch with you to verify the letter’s authenticity.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Unpublished, 207 words

Media Coverage on Iran

Dear Editor:

I appreciate your continued coverage of Iran’s nuclear weapons program. I am concerned that this important issue has been pushed to the backburner by the media’s coverage of the Mark Sanford scandal in South Carolina. This is a shame. While we may debate whether the marital integrity of our politicians is an issue worthy of our attention, no one should question the fact that Iran’s pursuit of nuclear weapons is not slowing down just because no one is paying attention. While we were fixated on the details of Governor Sanford’s unscheduled visits abroad, Iran—according to the New York Times—had already produced roughly enough nuclear material to make (with added purification) a single atom bomb. 

I am greatly troubled by this development. The thought of the Iranian mullahs in possession of just one nuclear weapon is truly frightening. Unfortunately, some experts believe that Iran may be less than one year away from achieving this goal. That is why it is so important that newspapers such as yours continue to inform the public about this urgent issue. The Iran nuclear threat is shaping up to be great challenges to American foreign policy—thank you for keeping us informed. 

Sincerely,

Your Name

__________________________________________________________________________________

Unpublished, 268 words

Human Rights in Iran

Dear Editor:

The recent media coverage of Iran and its nuclear aspirations has largely omitted reference to the Iranian regime’s widespread repression and persecution of religious and political minorities and women. Iran’s role as a notorious human rights violator should be taken into account when discussing Iran’s nuclear enrichment activities. Iran is routinely cited for its abuse of human rights: in December 2007, the UN General Assembly passed a resolution expressing its “deep concern at the ongoing systemic violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms of the people of the Islamic Republic of Iran.” 
The Center for the Defense of Human Rights in Iran has reported on numerous cases of arrest and jail sentences for university students, journalists, teachers, and political and social activists and also warned of a worsening situation for religious minorities in Iran. 
Human Rights Watch recently reported that the Iranian government is escalating its attacks against women activists, subjecting them to arbitrary detention, travel bans, and harassment and both Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch report that sentences of flogging and amputation continue to be handed down by Iranian authorities.
Is it any wonder that this behavior contributes to the world’s mistrust, suspicion and fear of the Iranian regime and its motivations for pursuing nuclear technology? Any nation that persecutes its own citizens in this manner cannot be viewed as a responsible global actor. If Iran truly wants to achieve status, respect and credibility in the region and the world, it should pursue polices of respect and civility for its own people instead of pursuing nuclear weapons. 

Sincerely,

Your Name

__________________________________________________________________________________

Unpublished, 184 words
The Efficacy of Sanctions Against Iran
Dear Editor:

Your recent article on U.S. sanctions on Iran fails to properly drive home the point that sanctions are working. The economic sanctions imposed on Iran by the U.S., the UN, and others are achieving their goals of denying Iran access to certain financial markets and ‘squeezing’ and pressuring the Iranian regime. 
As Iran starts to feel the pressure of high inflation, high unemployment and falling oil prices, Iranian citizens are showing their frustration. President Ahmadinejad faced tough opposition throughout his re-election campaign, and the regime’s recent crackdown on those brave enough to challenge the results of the rigged presidential election has attracted media attention from all over the world. This kind of civil unrest has not been seen in Iran since the time of the Revolution.
The persistent efforts of the US and others to pressure Iran economically and diplomatically seem to be working. We must maintain this pressure—especially considering the inherent volatility of the price of oil—if we are to achieve a peaceful solution to our problems with Iran.

Sincerely,

Your Name

__________________________________________________________________________________

Unpublished, 149 words
Focus on the Real Issue
Dear Editor:

The outrage expressed by world leaders and the international community in response to the violent crackdown on protesters in the streets of Tehran has neglected to touch on the most important issue at hand: Iran’s illegal nuclear weapons program. The New York Times recently reported that Iran now has 7200 uranium-enriching centrifuges, which are sufficient to allow for the construction of a crude nuclear weapon in the space of less than a year. The progress of this ominous venture, combined with Iran’s growing capacity to build viable intermediate-range ballistic missiles, should be disconcerting to every American.
The time for conversation alone has long passed. Unless we decide to put serious economic pressure on the Iranian regime through a combination of public sanctions and private divestment and boycotts, the window for a peaceful solution to this diplomatic impasse will soon close.

Sincerely,

Your Name
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