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Local Chapter Messages: For Outreach, Advocacy, and Publicity
UANI local chapters should reach out to individuals and organizations in the community to raise awareness of the issue of a nuclear Iran, promote UANI and its objectives and get individuals involved by having them join, sign the petition and spread the word. The following sample messages may be of use when conducting outreach and advocacy activities in your community:

__________________________________________________________________________________
Sample Message #1

Dear -----,

I am writing to inform you about the efforts of United Against Nuclear Iran (UANI), the leading organization working to stop a nuclear-armed Iran. UANI is a non-partisan, broad-based coalition united in a commitment to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to become a regional superpower possessing nuclear weapons. 

Iran’s quest to become a nuclear power—something that, even under the most conservative estimates, could happen soon—is the most urgent national security issue facing America and its allies today. The reasons for our concern are many. Iran is already an irresponsible and deadly global actor. Iran, emboldened by the bomb, will only become more inclined to sponsor terror and foment conflict, provide material support for anti-U.S. forces in Iraq, threaten our allies, spread its destructive influence in the Middle East, undermine the Arab-Israeli peace process, and suppress the human and political rights of its own people. Facing such a threat, Americans must send a clear and united message to Iran and the rest of the world that a nuclear-armed Iran is unacceptable. 

UANI was created precisely to address this global threat.  We play a key part in laying the groundwork for effective American and multilateral policies that focus on vigorous social, economic, political and diplomatic measures to alter the current course of the Iranian regime.

Please visit our website and join UANI. The UANI website serves as an information center for visitors to learn more about this urgent issue and to show their support by signing the UANI petition and making a donation. You can also use the Iran Business Registry to guide your purchasing and divestment decisions and sign up for “Eye on Iran,” our daily news summary. 
We need your help. Thank you for your attention and support. 

Sincerely,

Your Name

__________________________________________________________________________________
Sample Message #2

Dear Friends,

I am writing to inform you about the efforts of United Against Nuclear Iran (UANI), the leading organization working to stop a nuclear-armed Iran. UANI is a bipartisan, broad-based coalition united in a commitment to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to become a regional superpower possessing nuclear weapons. UANI is led by a bipartisan board of policy experts from the international and public policy fields, including Ambassador R. James Woolsey, former director of the CIA; Gary Milhollin, Director of the Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control; and Fouad Ajami, The Majid Khadduri Professor and Director of Middle East Studies at The Johns Hopkins University School for Advanced International Studies (SAIS).

Seemingly on a daily basis, we are reminded of the numerous policy differences between Democrats and Republicans. Often, differences on these important issues seem insurmountable. Nevertheless, despite their disagreements on a host of domestic and international policy issues during the last U.S. presidential campaign, candidates from both parties were in agreement on one vital issue – that Iran’s pursuit of nuclear weapons must be stopped. Democrats and Republicans need to unite to address the most vital and urgent challenges facing America today. Iran’s pursuit of a nuclear weapon is one of these challenges. 
President Obama has called Iran’s development of nuclear weapons ‘unacceptable.’ The reasons for this concern are many. Iran is already an irresponsible and deadly global actor and a notorious human rights violator. Iran, emboldened by the bomb, will only become more inclined to sponsor terror and foment conflict, provide material support for anti-U.S. forces in Iraq, threaten our allies, spread its destructive influence in the Middle East, undermine the Israel-Arab peace process and suppress the human and political rights of its own people. These issues transcend politics and are of serious concern to all Americans, whether Democrat or Republican. I therefore ask you to join us in sending a clear united message to Iran and the rest of the world that a nuclear-armed Iran is unacceptable. 

Please visit our website and join UANI. The UANI website serves as an information center for visitors to learn more about this urgent issue and to show their support by signing the UANI petition and making a donation. You can also use the Iran Business Registry to guide your purchasing and divestment decisions and sign up for “Eye on Iran,” our daily news summary. 

We must mobilize the power of a united American public in opposition to a nuclear-armed Iran. We need your help. Thank you for your attention and support. 
Sincerely,

Your Name

__________________________________________________________________________________
Sample Message #3

Dear -----,

I am writing to you from United Against Nuclear Iran (UANI), a non-partisan, broad-based coalition united in a commitment to mobilize public support behind a robust and united American opposition to a nuclear Iran.

Iran’s quest to become a nuclear power - something that even under the most conservative estimates could happen soon - is one of the most urgent issues facing America and its allies today. To address this global threat, Ambassadors R. James Woolsey and Mark D. Wallace, along with other policy advocates from across the political spectrum, have formed the bipartisan organization United Against Nuclear Iran. We need your support and the support of your congregation to prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons.

The reasons for our concern are many. Iran is already an irresponsible, amoral and deadly global actor. Iran, emboldened by the bomb, will only become more inclined to sponsor terror, foment conflict, and undermine attempts to bring peace to the Middle East. The Iranian regime is also notorious for oppressing and marginalizing a variety of religious and ethnic minorities, women, students and labor groups. 

For example, under Iran's strict apostasy laws, conversion to Christianity is a crime punishable by death. In the 2008 edition of its annual ‘World Watch List,’ Open Doors, an organization dedicated to Christian community development and advocacy, rated the Iranian regime as the world’s third worst persecutor of Christians - only North Korea and Saudi Arabia were rated worse. 
With respect to Iran’s treatment of women, the organization Human Rights Watch reported that the Iranian government is escalating its attacks against women activists, subjecting them to arbitrary detention, travel bans, and harassment. The new Islamic penal code has also been criticized for an increased imposition on women of harsh punishments such as flogging and execution for a variety of crimes. (‘Attacks Escalate Against Women’s Rights Activists,’ Human Rights Watch, October 29, 2008).

Finally, Iran is routinely cited for its abuse of human rights. In the violent aftermath of the contested June 2009 presidential elections in Iran, Amnesty International stated, “thousands of people were arbitrarily arrested, dozens were killed on the streets or died in detention, and many said they were tortured or otherwise ill-treated.” The report, ‘Iran: Election contested, repression compounded,’ concluded that “human rights violations in Iran are now as bad as any time in the past 20 years.” Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International also routinely report that sentences of flogging, amputation, stoning and hanging continue to be handed down by Iranian authorities.
 A government so willing to persecute its own people can only be viewed as even more dangerous if armed with nuclear weapons. Facing such a threat, Americans must send a clear and united message to Iran and the rest of the world that a nuclear-armed Iran is unacceptable.

UANI was created precisely to address this global threat.  We play a key part in laying the groundwork for effective U.S. and multilateral policies that focus on vigorous social, economic, political and diplomatic measures to alter the current course of the Iranian regime.

Please visit our website and join UANI. The UANI website serves as an information center for visitors to learn more about this urgent issue and to show their support by signing the UANI petition and making a donation. You can also use the Iran Business Registry to guide your purchasing and divestment decisions and sign up for “Eye on Iran,” our daily news summary. 

We need your help. Thank you for your attention and support. 

Sincerely,

Your Name

__________________________________________________________________________________
Sample Message #4

To all friends of United Against Nuclear Iran,

In 2008, The New York Times reported that Iran “has now produced roughly enough nuclear material to make, with added purification, a single atom bomb.” 

This development is of great significance to every American concerned with global security and the prospects for peace and stability in the Mideast.  Experts and authorities on both sides of the political aisle agree that a nuclear-armed Iran will destabilize an already dangerous region and pose a threat to America and her allies. 

Iran’s support for terrorist organizations such as Hezbollah and Hamas cements its reputation as one of the most dangerous regimes on the world stage. The Iranian regime is a notorious human rights violator. It persecutes women, homosexuals and minorities and even executes children. Emboldened by “enough nuclear material to make…a bomb,” Iran will certainly be more inclined to sponsor terror, threaten our allies, and support the deadly elements of the Iraqi insurgency.

Each day, more and more Americans grow to understand the danger of a nuclear-armed Iran. Time is of the essence. We must mobilize the power of a united American public in opposition to a nuclear armed Iran NOW. We can’t do it alone. We need your help. It only takes seconds.

Please take the following steps right now to protect America:

· Tell 10 friends and have them sign the UANI petition.
· Make a donation to UANI today. 
· Sign up for “Eye on Iran,” our daily news update. 
· Use our Iran Business Registry to guide your purchasing and divestment decisions. 
Help us unite all Americans against a nuclear Iran.

Sincerely,

Your Name

__________________________________________________________________________________
Sample Message #5
Dear -----,

I am writing to inform you about the United Against Nuclear Iran (UANI), the leading organization supporting efforts to stop a nuclear-armed Iran. Our organization is dedicated to informing the public about the nature of the Iranian regime—particularly its human and civil rights abuses—and the danger that a nuclear-armed Iran poses to the region and the world.  UANI is a bi-partisan organization. In fact, two of our co-founders and former chairmen, Ambassadors Richard C. Holbrooke and Dennis Ross, have been appointed to serve in the Obama Administration.

I am writing to you because I believe that our respective organizations can work together to raise awareness of these issues. Our coalition is non-partisan and is comprised of individuals from across the political spectrum. We have launched what we believe is a game changing activist initiative that focuses on businesses and activities that continue to support the Iranian regime and its repressive policies – The Iran Business Registry (IBR). We are actively promoting the IBR through advertisements, our mailing list and our well trafficked website. 
The reasons for our concern with respect to Iran’s nuclear aspirations are numerous. Iran is already an irresponsible state actor. Iran, emboldened by a nuclear weapon, will only become more inclined to sponsor terror, foment conflict and suppress the human and political rights of its own people. A government so willing to persecute its own people can only be viewed as even more dangerous if armed with nuclear weapons.

In order to change Iran’s behavior we must send a broad, diverse and united message from across the spectrum. I hope that we can work together, and I am available at anytime to discuss this matter further. 

Sincerely,

Your Name

__________________________________________________________________________________

Sample Message #6
Dear -----,

Recent events in Iran have attracted much attention from the international media and have aroused the sympathies of observers across the America and the world. Iranian security forces have arrested, beaten, and shot innocent Iranians who are courageous enough to protest the blatantly fraudulent results of the latest presidential elections. On June 23, President Obama has announced that he is “appalled and outraged by the threats, beatings and imprisonments of the past few days.” 

The reprehensible nature of the Iranian regime is clear. But what makes the current situation in the Middle East even more frightening is Iran’s dogged pursuit of a nuclear weapon. If Tehran were to attain a nuclear weapon, it would threaten the United States’ friends and allies, especially Israel, and would also destabilize the whole region by igniting a nuclear arms race. When one considers the fact that Iran has also provided material support for anti-U.S. forces in Iraq and embarked on an aggressive ballistic missile construction program (with help from North Korea), it becomes clear that Iran is a real danger to world peace. Even more frighteningly, a nuclear Iran could share its nuclear know-how, technology, and material with irresponsible states and terrorist groups.
As Americans, we have a unique opportunity to send a message to the regime in Tehran through United Against Nuclear Iran, a bipartisan, broad-based coalition that was created precisely to address this global threat.  We play a key part in laying the groundwork for effective American and multilateral policies that focus on vigorous social, economic, political and diplomatic measures to alter the current course of the Iranian regime. 

Please visit our website and join UANI. The UANI website serves as an information center for visitors to learn more about this urgent issue and to show their support by signing the UANI petition and making a donation. You can also use the Iran Business Registry to guide your purchasing and divestment decisions and sign up for “Eye on Iran,” our daily news summary. 

We need your help. Thank you for your attention and support. 

Sincerely,

Your Name

